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We are now five weeks into the club competition and it’s time we brought you up to date with what’s happening at your Club.

Off the Field

The Management Committee of Gavin Hodder, Elaine Hibbard, John Harwood, Jamie Anderson, Maureen Hodder and Garry Smith have been very busy organising all the requirements for the season.  A new automated line marker under the control of George Rodger has been purchased with funds from the Life Members Trust.  A new strip for the Premier Team is expected any day, funded by the Prime Community Trust.  A contract for the upgrading of the south end parking area and driveway has been let to Bruce Buchanan Ltd, funded by Prime Community Trust, Trust House and our Life Members Trust.  The Life Members Trust has also given a grant to our Junior Rugby for extra training gear.  John Harwood continues with the assistance of Barry Allen to prepare a meal for all the players after training on a Thursday.  Elaine Hibbard and a group of hard working ladies prepare the food and run the bar for after-match functions and Jamie Anderson is enjoying his new role as Club Captain, taking over from our hard working Club Captain of many seasons in George Rodger.  The new gas water heating system we installed at the end of last season is great, no running out of hot water and also a considerable saving on energy costs.

On-field Activities

Due to the work put in by all coaches and managers during the off-season, Senior A and Senior Reserve teams both have a large squad of very enthusiastic rugby players and are now starting to show their talents on the paddock.
Senior A:  Coach: Mark Rutene; Assistant Coach: Dean Cadwallader; Manager: Gavin Hodder; Trainer: Ivan Harrison; Assistant Manager: Steve Hurley; Captain: Joe Harwood
Game 1: 20 March v Masterton Red Star (last year’s championship winners), played at Memorial Park, Stars 20 Carterton 10
This was a game that showed that although we had the talent it was going to take a while to get this group playing as a unit.  A deserved win to Stars on the day
Game 2: 27 March v Martinborough, played at Carterton, Carterton 24 Martinborough 18  First home game and the boys started to show some of their potential but they went to sleep toward the end and almost let Martinborough in for a match winning try.  

Game 3: 3 April v Gladstone, Played at Carterton, Carterton 21 Gladstone 22

One of the weaker Gladstone teams that we have seen for several seasons turned up on the day. We started very well and were up 16-7 at half time, Gladstone scoring a soft try with our boys going to sleep just before the break. In the second half we again put pressure on, scoring another good try.  Then through ill discipline we were penalized 23 times in this game and, through lack of concentration, we let Gladstone back into the game.  Gladstone scored a late try and converted it on the final whistle.  For the players, the team management and all the supporters, this was a very disappointing display.  During the following week the team 

management and players had some serious sessions both on and off the training field, and a sense of urgency and more awareness of what was required to play at this level was becoming apparent within the group
Game 4: 10 April v East Coast, played at Whareama, East Coast 0 Carterton 26
This was a big turnaround from the performance of the previous week.  The whole team played very well against a solid East Coast team.  As the game progressed we continued to apply the pressure.

Game 5: 17 April v Marist, played at Carterton, Carterton 16 Marist 7
Marist were the only unbeaten team coming into this game.  This was a very physical game with two sinbinnings and the opposition having a player ordered off.  Once again our boys continued to build on the progress of the previous week with every player that took the field, including the reserves, contributing to this win.
Senior Reserve:  Coach: Michael Jones; Assistant Coach: Eddie Namana; Manager: Steve Start; Captain: Cory Wilson

They are the playing through champions from last year and again have a large squad of old hands as well as some talented youngsters
Game 1: 20 March v Masterton Red Star, played at Memorial Park, Stars 18 Carterton 26

This was a fairly tough first-up encounter for our boys.  They started very slowly but increased the pressure in the second half and came away with a good win.

Game 2: 27 March v Martinborough, played at Carterton, Carterton 12 Martinborough 13
This was a very physical encounter with neither team being able to dominate and scoring opportunities were scarce.  Our side was just in front with five minutes to go when one our forwards had a brain explosion, gifting Martinborough a penalty right in front of our posts.

Game 3: 10 April v East Coast, played at Whareama, East Cost 0 Carterton 62
The boys really hit their straps in this game.  Lovely warm day and a good ground.  The team gave the ball plenty of air, with backs and forwards combining well.
Game 4: 17 April v Featherston, played at Carterton, Carterton 34 Featherston 5
A big aggressive Featherston team took to the field against out boys and spent too much of the game trying to our-muscle us instead of playing constructive rugby.  Our Presidents stuck to their game plan and ran away in the second half with a deserved win.

Looking at our team and the season to date, we should finish in the stop half of both competitions, like every season a lot will depend on the injury toll.  However, we are competitive and everybody is enjoying the season.  There is a good feeling throughout the whole Club.

JAB:  Our junior group, who play on Saturday mornings under the guidance of Mike and Stacey Wakefield, started this week.  Mike tells me they have five teams in place with coaches for all these team, but are still looking for helpers on a Saturday morning.  Anybody with free time can contact the Wakefields on 0273249569.  The JAB player of the day leads the Senior A team out at home games and places the ball at half way.  If you come to the Club on a Saturday morning you will enjoy the rugby and be pleasantly surprised by the size of the crowd that turns up.  We wish this group a successful season.

Upcoming Events
Saturday 1 May:  Social Evening at the Club commencing at 6pm – all welcome!  Supper will be provided.  Music supplied by Shayne Graves.  There is a hat theme so please wear your hat.  This is our first attempt at something like this so let’s all turn up and support the Club.  

Saturday 29 May:  Past Players & Supporters Day

11.30am
Socialising

12.30pm
Dedication and tree planting, followed by lunch, and continuing through to the after match function
1.00pm 
Senior Reserve Carterton v Masterton Red Star

2.30pm
Senior A Carterton v Masterton Red Star

This is a special day on our rugby calendar and we hope you can all attend

New Website

Our new-look website is up and running, containing team draws, results, match reports, points tables, and news and announcements.  Game day results are published by Monday morning, with points tables and other game results from around the Wairarapa competition published by Tuesday night.  The website address is www.cartertonrugby.co.nz.  Any contributions to this website are more than welcome.  Please contact Gavin or Maureen Hodder on maur.gav@gmail.com or 3799203 
Game Signs

A sign has been erected at each end of Carterton to display who the Carterton Senior A and Senior Reserve teams will play in their next games and where those games will be played, as well as any upcoming Club events.  Keep an eye out for them.
Club Photographer
We would greatly appreciate the skills of a game-day photographer to capture those exciting moments that we could use in newsletters and on the website.  Anyone interested in fulfilling this role should contact any member of the Management Committee.  It would be great to have images of Carterton Rugby captured for posterity.
Our newsletter editor of the last few years, Lionel King, has undergone major surgery recently.  We wish Lionel a speedy recovery and look forward to seeing him back in the grandstand.

We once again take this opportunity to thank all those who continue to support the Club, both financially and through their attendance at fixtures.  Without you we cannot survive.

Until next time, enjoy the rugby!

Breaking News!!!
At the time of going to press, the Senior A team beat Eketahuna 20 – 14 on Saturday 24 April.  As well as securing valuable championship points, the Nunn Shield was also secured.  The Nunn Shield is a prestigious trophy and is the Wairarapa Bush equivalent of the Ranfurly Shield that is challenged for with every game.  It is therefore highly sought after by all the clubs in the Wairarapa Bush competition.  Well done boys, that’s an outstanding result!  Now we just need to hold onto it for the 3 remaining games of this round, and then it will remain at the Club until next season.
Unfortunately the Senior Reserve team didn’t have a similar success – they were beaten 20-17 by Eketahuna.
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